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Architectural competition - Wooden urban village of Myllypuro

As part of a search for new ways of using wooden architecture to build single-family houses in dense urban developments, a public design competition was arranged by the City of Helsinki, the Ministry of the Environment, the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, the Finnish Forest Foundation and Wood Focus Finland in co-operation with the Finnish Association of Architects. The object selected was the Helsinki suburb of Myllypuro. The competition was a part of the Modern Wooden Town programme.

With the aim of increasing the supply of family homes and safeguarding the existing services in Myllypuro, a densely-built area of single-family houses to accommodate about 1,500 people is planned for the area to the north of the exercise park and around the water tower. The purpose of the competition was to add diversity to the existing range of housing alternatives and develop a new kind of urban environment with streets and squares. A particular aim was to find a plan to use modern means of combining the distinctive natural environment of the area with the urban architectural tradition of Europe and the best wooden towns in Finland.

The competition attracted 140 entries. The task proved challenging, because there were no comparable existing wooden town areas to serve as models. In the best entries, however, the architects had succeeded well both in meeting the goals with respect to building and achieving a harmony between the natural environment with its strong-featured terrain and a pleasant residential milieu. From the perspective of wooden architecture, the competition showed that wood lends itself well to the production of small-scale urban residential areas of a high quality standard. 

The winning entry was “URBIS”, whose architect is Aaro Artto / Arkkitehtityöhuone Artto Palo Rossi Tikka.
The merits of the winning design lie largely in the way it forms an urban milieu. It meets the competition goal of a modern-day urban village, the clear starting point of which is the distinctive features of the area in which it is built, but which is also of value as a national exemplary development. The plan follows the alignment of the streets in a chainlike pattern and creates an urban, densely built up milieu. On the yard side of the buildings, the natural environment of Myllypuro extends right up to underneath the windows of the dwellings.

The plan facilitates the development of different house types and fits into the rocky terrain without losing its strong urban structural idea. The layout of the blocks supports the building methods characteristic of wooden architecture and makes new applications of them possible without breaking up the urban landscape that was aspired to in the competition. 
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