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5 GENERAL ASSESSMENT 

The location of the competition site offered the competitors an opportunity to create a 
proposal for a hotel complex based on the Souldmade concept for a place with a unique 
landscape in which the beach with its ocean views meets the urban qualities of the city in 
Töölö. The special character of the competition site also called for addressing the 
relationship and connections of the new hotel to the adjacent park and to the surrounding 
beach zone. 

The assignment was multifaceted and challenging, and therefore it was no surprise that the 
range of the quality of the proposals submitted was wide. From the point of view of relating 
and contributing to the cityscape, the competition entries provided a limited array of 
alternative solutions: almost all entries followed the guidelines set forth in the detailed plan, 
and only one proposal (X on the Beach) deviated from the detailed plan in its proposed 
number of floors. The deviation from the detailed plan did, however, not bring the entry 
significant added value. Instead, the jury perceived it as somewhat heavy and difficult in its 
way of relating to the cityscape. The jury evaluated all of the entries carefully and gave 
special emphasis to the consideration of the qualities and potential for further development 
of the key concept offered by each one of the proposals. 

Overall, the competition entries gave the jury an opportunity to assess the capacity of the 
new building to provide a contemporary contribution to the values and heritage of the site 
with its unique landscape and location in the city. Special emphasis was placed on the way 
in which the entries were able to address and make use of the potential offered by the 
qualities of the surrounding landscape. The inviting character of the proposed building and 
an understanding of its relation to the existing urban structure were given weight in the 
evaluation of the entries. 

The entries provided some variation in the proposed composition of the building. On the 
basis of the proposed spatial arrangement, the entries can be grouped into L-shaped, X-
shaped and Y-shaped footprints as well as variations of a star-shaped footprint. Several of 
the entries proposed a separate structure for the spa section to complement the main 
building containing the hotel with its guest rooms, and the entry titled Wave was able to 
create an interesting dynamic of interaction between the two proposed building masses. The 
entry titled Starfish placed all functions into one singular X-shaped structure offering an 
urban sense of openness and providing a series of yards dedicated to various functions 
formed in the spaces between the wings of the X-shaped building. 

The teams behind the entries had understood the Souldmade concept and the principle of 
the modular structure well. However, the application of the modular system seemed to create 
considerable limitations to the proposals provided by many of the entries. In its principle of 
repetition, the application of modularity can easily result in a monotonous expression. 
However, some entries (the Starfish in particular) managed to provide an interesting 
proposal conveying an impression of a lively and active complex well suited for a spa hotel 
with a balance of calm and quiet spaces, places of interaction and views connecting well 
both to the beach and the sea front as well as to the city and the park.  

The entries provided a great variety of different architectural approaches with different ways 
of treating the façade. This gave the jury a good basis for comparing different alternative 
solutions. Some entries (Starfish) took the historical context of the site as a starting point 
while others drew inspiration form the idea of the temporary character of modular structures 
that can be moved and rebuilt in another site with relative ease (X on the Beach). Overall, a 
sense of contemporaneity combined with a balanced relationship between the new and the 
old architecture in the area was considered to be of value in the evaluation. 
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further elaboration. The potential of the roof terrace placed on top of the low structure 
containing the general functions remains partly undeveloped and its relationship to the 
activities in the building has not been properly thought through. The proposal is challenging 
also from the point of view of how the structure connects to the park and to the surrounding 
landscape. The scale of the yard has potential for further development. However, the 
activities to be placed on the yard have been rather schematically presented in the proposal 
and would have benefitted from further elaboration.  

The proposal can be interpreted to be within the guidelines set forth in the detailed plan. In 
the proposal the level +0.5 has been assigned to service functions. This is in principal a 
functional solution. However, the placement of the access for traffic in the rear of the building 
gives it undue prominence when considering the views that open up from the guest rooms 
towards it. Additionally, the placement of the car parking on the level +2.8 is a rather large 
gesture. 

The main floor of the structure is functional in its unadorned expression. However, the 
placement of the machinery for air conditioning takes its toll in taking space that could have 
been better used to provide guest rooms with a view in the most desirable orientation. The 
spatial arrangement of the central lobby is relatively efficient and functions well. Also the 
guest rooms are effectively arranged and based on one basic room type combined with a 
special version for the superior guest rooms. The number of rooms in the proposal 
corresponds to the requirements stated in the brief. 

The systematic organization of the façade gives an impression of a well-disciplined 
approach. In general, the proposal shows promise, but remains somewhat tame and would 
have benefitted from significant further elaboration. 

6.4 X on the Beach 

The proposal X on the Beach is based on an efficient X-shaped plan. The proposed concept 
is generally functional but remains relatively uninteresting in its expression and would have 
benefitted form further development. 

The principle of an X-shaped building complex is a functional and often used solution in 
buildings with a central lobby. In the proposed plan the guest rooms open nicely to the 
surrounding landscape and the space between the wings of the different parts of the 
complex forms a series of well-proportioned yard spaces. However, the possible activities to 
be placed on these yard spaces are presented only on a very schematic level and further 
development of them would have greatly improved the proposal. 

The main lobby on the entrance level is based on the idea of a central lobby. However, the 
treatment of it in the proposal makes it appear fragmented and hallway-like. The staircase 
and elevator are placed in the center of the space giving them too much prominence and 
they also partially block the potential for openness of the space. While the placement of the 
service functions on the ground level makes sense, the proposal is lacking in the treatment 
of nuances. The façade could have done well with a more open appearance on the ground 
level, and the application of the vertical splinters as a façade treatment seems almost too 
commonplace. 

The proposal deviates from the detailed plan in introducing a height of four stories to 
accommodate the required number of guest rooms. The proposed arrangement works quite 
well in terms of affording nice views from the guest rooms. It, however, fails to bring 
significant added value to the proposal. The placing of the parking on the level +0.5 is 
functional, yet the proposal leaves unclear how the dimensions of it would work in practice. 
The treatment of the ground level on the +3.90 level shows promise, but the potential of 
views has not been sufficiently developed. The placement of the restaurant in a single-story 
wing facing south is interesting in itself but would require a remarkably grander gesture to be 
motivated. In the proposed version the roof terrace to be placed on top of the restaurant wing 
remains poorly connected with the activities in the rest of the building complex and the low 
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